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GEORGE WASHINGTON 
SPORTSMAN 


We know George Washington as a statesman and as a 
farmer. But in his leısure moments he was very much more 
than this. No hide-bound Puritan code kept this sociable 
man from enjoying himself. He loved his horses and 
hounds and even his game of cards as much as anyone. He 
even played for money and won and lost sums which in 
those days must have appeared quite sizable. He enjoyed 
the theatre, too, and 15 known to have patronized “a great 
game of cocks " on his trip to Barbados. 

But Washington's first love in the realm of sport was 
riding to hounds over his own and neighboring plantations. 
He had room enough on his own lands, for at one time he 
was paying quit rents on an estate of 12,600 acres 1n the 
settled parts of Virginia. These farms were in Fairfax, 
Frederick, King George and other counties, not to mention 
vast tracts of land in the unsettled west beyond the Alle- 
gheny Mountains. 

Washington's experience was not confined to riding out 
with hounds. He had ample opportunity to hunt large 
game on his early expeditions to the Ohio River, where 
many a deer and turkey must have fallen to his rifle. It is 
doubtful 1f he regarded this as in any sense a sporting ad- 
venture. In 1770 his party came in touch with buffalo, 
which in those days roamed in what is now West Virginia 
and Ohio, and we may guess that Washington was among 
those fortunate enough to bring one down out of five that 
were secured by his party in one day. 

We see very little mention of bird shooting in the jour- 
nals, although Mount Vernon was most favorably situated 
on one of the best wild-fowl rivers of the Chesapeake region. 
We know that his table was abundantly supplied with fish 
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and we have a great deal of information about the working 
of the fishery which he carried on as a commercial venture 
on the Potomac. His larder received other contributions 
from the musket of a colored hunter named Tom Davis, 
who with his Newfoundland dog hunted ducks, turkeys, 
quail, and other game. There is no evidence that Wash- 
ington was a good wing shot. Had he been one we would 
surely have more records of his shooting expeditions or items 
of expense in the purchase of guns. 

As it is nowadays, so it undoubtedly was in Washing- 
ton's day. The sportsman is either a lover of horses and 
hounds or else he is devoted to bird dogs, upland game, or 
wild-fowl shooting. There is not room enough for a com- 
plete expression of these rather distantly related hobbies. 
Few have time or leisure enough to give equal devotion to 
upland game and to wild fowl, while fox hunters of low and 
high estate are very sufficient unto themselves. Besides, 
we know that shooting with a scatter gun was scarcely 
considered a sport in America until long after Washington's 
time. 

So that this first sportsman of our land followed the 
example of his high-living contemporaries in Virginia, rode 
good horses, bred hounds, and followed the gray fox of the 
South. Later, some say after the Revolution, the red fox 
began to appear in Virginia, but how common it was about 
Mount Vernon we do not know. 

The following excerpts from Washington's journals ap- 
pear to be the only records he made of the days devoted to 
recreation. There seem to be few references to his hunting 
experiences in his correspondence. These journals are in a 
sense disappointing because the daily happenings were set 
down 1n the briefest space and the coldest manner. There 
could have been no thought that others would ever value 
these records, they were made simply for the convenience 
of the writer in fixing dates and administering his planta- 
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tions. This little book only attempts to give a picture of 
Washington, the sportsman, in his own words, without the 
necessity of wading through the many pages of his journals. 

I am indebted to Houghton Mifflin Company for per- 
mission to use the splendid edition ofthe journals published 
by them for the Mount Vernon Ladies’ Association in 1925. 


Joun C. PHILLIPS 
Wenham, Mass., 1928 
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JOURNALS 
May, 1760 


Saturday, zo. Arrıvd at home abt. ro oclock where I found 
my Brother Jno., and was told that my great Chestnut 
folded a Horse Colt on the Instt. and that my Young 
Peach trees were we[ede]'d according to order. 


Sunday, 11th. My black pacing Mare was twice Coverd. 


Monday, ı2th. Black Mare was coverd again today. Mr. 
Alexander ! sent a Mare but she refusd the Horse. 


Thursday, 22d. My Black Mare that came Frederick was 
Coverd Yesterday and the day before. Captn. McCarty 
had a Mare Coverd the 2oth. 


January, 1768 


ist. Fox huntg. in my own Neck? with Mr. Robt. Alex- 
ander, and Mr. Colvill. Catchd nothing. Captn. Posey 


with us. 


7. Foxhunting with the above two Gentn. (Mr. B. Fairfax 
and Mr. Robt. Alexander) and Captn. Posey. Started but 
catchd nothing. 


8. Hunting again in the same Comp’y. Started a Fox and 
run him 4 hours, took the Hounds off at Night. 


! Robert Alexander, of Prince William County. 

2 The Neck Plantation was the name applied for a time to the land immedi- 
ately above Little Hunting Creek. The Clifton purchase added to this in 1760 
و‎ the Neck then became a part of what was usually referred to as the River 

arm. 
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22. Fox hunting with Capt. Posey, started but catch'd 
nothing. 

23. Rid to Muddy hole, and directed paths to be cut for 
Fox hunting. 


26. Went out with the Hounds but started no Fox. Some 
of the Hound run of upon a Deer. 


27. Went out again. Started a Fox ab. ro, Run him till 
3 and lost him. 


February, r768 


3. Fox hunting with Captn. Posey and Ld. Washington.! 
Started but catchd nothg. 


6. Fox hunting with Mr. Alexander and Captn. Posey. 
Started but catchd nothing. 


8. Rid to Muddy hole, Doeg Run and Mill, and in returng. 
met Mr. Alexander, Mr. Stoddard 2 and Captn. Posey, who 
had Just catchd 2 foxes. Returnd wt ym. to Dinner. 


9. Went out Hunting again. Started a fox, run him four 
hours, and then lost him. Mr. Stoddard went home. 
Alexr stayd. 


12. Fox hunting with Colo. Fairfax, Captn. McCarty, 
Mr. Chichester, Posey, Ellzey and Manley,* who dind 
here, with Mrs. Faırfax5 and Miss Nicholas ° — catchd 


two foxes. 


13. Hunting in the same Company. Catchd 2 more foxes. 
None dind at Mt. Vernon. 


!Lund Washington (1737-96), of Fairfax County, son of Townsend and 
Elizabeth (Lund) Washington, of Chotank. 

2 Benjamin? 

3 Richard Chichester. (Toner.) 

4 John Manley, of Fairfax County (Toner.) 

5 Sarah (Cary), Mrs. George William Fairfax, for whom see note to George 
William Fairfax, diary entry for March 11, 1748, and also Wilson Miles Cary’s 
Sally Cary, with notes by F H. (New York, 1916. Privately printed.) 

6 Daughter of Robert Carter Nicholas. (Toner.) 
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I8. Went a ducking between breakfast and dinner. In the 
afternoon Mr. Thruston,! Mr. Alexander and Mr. Carter 
from Gloster came in. 


2o. Fox hunting with Captn. Posey.' Catchd a Fox. 


23. Fox hunting with Captn. Posey. Catchd a Fox we 
suppose, but being dark coud not find it. 


24. Went a ducking between breakfast and dinner and 
killd 2 Mallards and 5 bald faces. Found Doctr. Rumney 
here at Dinner who staid all Night. Mr. Magowan re- 
turnd. 


25. Doctr. Rumney went away. I went to the Creek but 
not cross it. Killd 2 Ducks, viz. a sprig tail and Teal. 


28. In the afternoon went up to Mr. Robt. Alexander's 
ın order to meet Mr. B. Fairfax and others a fox Huntg. 
None came this day but Captn. Posey. 


Observations 
26. Much abt. this time a Hound Bitch Mopsey of Mr. R. 


Alexander's (now with me) was proud, and shut up chiefly 
with a black dog Taster who lind her several times as did 
Tipler once, that is known of. The little Bitch Cloe in the 
House was also proud at the same time, but whether lined 
or not can not be known. See how long they go with Pup, 
and whether both the same time, being very difft. in size. 


March, 1768 


1st. Went a fox hunting with the Alex[ande]rs, and Posey; 
was during the chase (in which nothing was catchd) joind 
by Mr. Fairfax, Jno. Alexander ? and Muir.’ 


1 Charles Mynn Thruston (1738-1812), of Gloucester. Entered the Episcopal 
ministry and held a pastorate in Frederick County Raised a company in the 
Revolution and was badly wounded at the battle of Trenton. Was called “the 
fighting parson.' Moved to New Orleans in 1808 and died there. (Toner.) 

2 Owner of Pearson's Island. (Toner.) 

š John Muir, merchant of Alexandria. (Toner.) 
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16. Hunting with Captn. Posey and Llun]d W[ashington]. 
Started and catchd a fox in abt. three hours. 


26. Went Fox hunting, but started nothing. Mr. Lawe. 
Washington ! came here, and Miss Ramsay ? in ye After- 
noon. 


29. Fox hunting, with Jacky Custis? and Ld. Washington. 
Catchd a fox after a 3 hr's chase. 


Observations 


19. Sent Chaunter (a Hound Bitch) up to Toulston, to go 
to Mr. Fairfax's Dog Forester, or Rockwood, she appearg. 
to be going Proud. Forrester not beg. at Home she went to 


Rockwood. 


April, 1768 
4. Fox hunting with Messrs. Chichester, ye Triplets, 


Manley, Posey, Peake and Adams. Never started a Fox, 
but did a Deer. 


9. Fox hunting with the two Triplets, Mr. Peake and Mr. 
Manley. Started, but catchd nothing. 


14. Fox hunting with Mr. Chichester, Captn. Posey, 
Mess. Triplet, Peake and Adams.‘ Started but catchd 
nothing. Posey and Adams dind here, as did Mr. Digges. 


! Lawrence Washington, of Chotank, brother of Lund Washington. 

2 Betsey Ramsay, daughter of William. (Toner.) 

3 John Parke Custis, son of Daniel Parke and Martha Dandridge Custis. 
Washington administered the estate left him by his father. He is referred to by 
Washington in his letters, diaries, and accounts as Jacky Custis, John, John 
Parke Custis, and Mr. Custis. He married Eleanor Calvert, daughter of Bene- 
dict Calvert, of Maryland. He died in 1781, as the result of illness contracted 
at the siege of Yorktown where he was acting as a volunteer aide-de-camp to 
General Washington. He left four children, Elizabeth Parke, Martha Parke, 
Eleanor Parke, and George Washington Parke. Eleanor Calvert Custis, his 
widow, married Dr. David Stuart, of Maryland, ın 1783. 

4 Robert Adam, of Alexandria. 
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May, 1768 
9. Went a Fox hunting and catched a Fox after 35 Min- 
utes chace; returnd to Dinner and found the Attorney,’ his 
lady and daughter there. 


13. Went after Sturgeon and a Gunning. 


14. Went to my Plantation in King William by Water and 
dredgd for Sturgeon, and catchd one. 


16. Fishing for Sturgeon from Breakfast to Dinner but 
catchd none. 


19. Went a shooting and hair huntg. with the Hounds, 
who started a Fox, wch. we catchd. 


3o. Went fishing and dined under Mr. L. Washington's 


shore. 


Observations 


3. The hound bitch Mopsey brought 8 Puppys — dis- 
tinguished by the following Names, viz. Tarter, Jupiter, 
Trueman, and Tipler (being Dogs), and Truelove, June, 
Dutchess, and Lady, being the Bitches — in all eight. 


29. The bitch Chanter brought five Dog Puppies and 3 
Bitch Ditto, which were named as follows, viz. Forrester, 
Sancho, Ringwood, Drunkard, and Sentwell, and Chanter, 
Singer and Busy. 


June, 1768 
s. The Maryland hound Bitch lady took Forrester and 
was also servd by Captn, and refusd the Dogs on the 11th. 


22. About this time Captn. Posey's Bitch Countess was 
discoverd lind to Dabster, and was immediately shut up 
and none but Sterling sufferd to go to her. 


! John Randolph. 
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Musick was also in heat and servd promiscuously by all 
the Dogs, intending to drown her Puppys. 


August, 1768 
4. Went a fox hunting in the Neck with Lund Washing- 
ton and Mr. Thos. Trıplet. Started nothing. 
8. Went a fox hunting, but started nothing. Visited 
Plantations in the Neck and Mill. 
13. The hounds havg. started a Fox in self huntg. we 
followed and run it after sevl. hours chase into a hold, 
when digging it out, it escapd. The Doctr. went home. 
25. Hauling the Sein upon the Bar of Cedar Point for 
Sheeps heads but catchd none. Run down below Mouth of 
Machodack ! and came to. 
27. Hauling the Sein upon Hollis's ° Marsh Bar and else- 
where for Sheeps heads, but catchd none. 
29. Went into Machodack Ck. fishing, and dind with the 
Revd. Mr. Smith. 
3o. Hauling the Sein on the Bars near Hollis's Marsh and 
other places. 


Observations 


6. The Hound Bitch Lady brought four Puppys, that is 
3 dogs and a bitch distinguished by the following names, 
viz. that with the most black spots Vulcan, the other black 
spotted Dog Searcher, the Red spotted Dog Rover, and the 
red spotted bitch Sweetlips. 


September, 1768 


13. Went a fox huntg. with Lord Fairfax, Colo. Fairfax 
and B. Fairfax. Catchd nothg. 


1 Machodoc Creek, Westmoreland County. 
? At upper cape of Nomoni Creek. 
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14. Mr. B. Fairfax and myself went a huntg. Started a 
Fox and run ıt into a hole but did not catch it. 

23. Went a fox hunting and catchd a Bitch Fox after 
abt. 2 Hours Chase. 

26. Went Fox huntg. in the Neck. Started and run a Fox 
or Foxes 3 Hours and then lost. 


Observations 
17. The Hound Bitch Mopsey going proud, was lind by 
my Water dog ١ Pilot before it was discoverd; after which 
she was shut up with a hound dog, old Harry. 


October, 1768 
I. Fox huntg. back of Mr. Barry's? with Mr. Robt. 
Alexander, Mr. Manley and Captn. Posey. Started and 
catchd a bitch Fox. Mr. Stedlar came here in the after- 
noon. 
8. Went Fox huntg. (in the Neck) in the forenoon. 
Started but catchd nothing; and in the afternoon went up 
the Ck. after Blew Wings. Killd 7 or 8. 
13. Went a fox hunting and catchd a Bitch Fox after two 
hours chase. 
15. Went a hunting with Captn. Posey and Ld. Washing- 
ton. Catchd a Bitch Fox after a chace of 1 Hour and Io 
Minutes. 


Observations 


1st. The hound Bitch Tipsey was lind by the little Spaniel 
dog Pompey, before she was shut up in the House with 
old Harry. 


! Water spaniel. j i ۱ 
? John Barry, clerk of the Truro Vestry in 1765 in succession to his father, 


Edward Barry. He died in 177;. 
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November, 1768 


12. Went Fox huntg. in the Neck. Started and was run 
out of hearg. of the Dogs, owing to the Wind. Whether 


they catchd or not 15 not known. 


15. Went a Fox hunting ın the Neck; catchd a bitch fox, 
after an hour and 4o Minutes Chace. 


22. Went a fox huntg. with Lord Fairfax and Colo. Fair- 
fax and my Br. Catchd 2 Foxes. 


23. Went a huntg again with Lord Fairfax and his Brother, 
and Colo. Fairfax. Catchd nothing that we knew of. A 


fox was started. 


25. Mr. Bryan Fairfax, as also Messrs. Grayson ! and Phil 
Alexander came here by sunrise. Hunted and catchd a fox 
with these and my Lrd, his Br. and Colo. Fairfax, all of 
whom, with Mrs. Fx. and Mr. Watson of Eng'd dind here. 


26. Hunted again in the above Compa. but catchd 
nothing. 


29. Went a Huntg. with Lord Fairfax, etc. Catchd a Fox. 


December, 1768 


3. Went a fox huntg. 1n Company with Lord and Colo. 
Fairfax, Captn. McCarty, and Messrs. Henderson and 
Ross. Started nothg. My Br. came in ye afternoon. 


s. Fox hunting with Lord Fairfax and his Brothr. and 
Colo. Fairfax. Started a Fox and lost it. Dind at Belvoir 
and came [home] in ye Evg. 


8. Fox huntg. with Lord Fairfax and Brothr. and Colo. 
Fairfax, all of whom dind. here. Started nothing. 


1 This fox-hunting companion of the care-free year 1768 was the William 
Grayson (1736-90), son of Benjamin Grayson (d. 1757), of Prince William, who 
was destined to serve as an aide-de-camp to W: ahis e during the Revolution, 
to distinguish himself at the battle of Long Island, and subsequently to represent 
Virginia in the United States Senate. Grayson County was named for him. 
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Io. Went a fox hunting in the Neck and catchd a fox. 
Afterwards went to the Plantatn. there. Doctr. Rumney 
came to D[inne]r. and Mr. Alexr. in the E[venin]g. 

15. Returnd home; by the way (that is near Muddy hole) 
started and catchd a Fox. 

17. Rid out with my Gun but killd nothing. 

23. Went a Pheasant Huntg.; carrd. hounds and they 
started and followed a Deer. 

27. Ditto. Do. except shooting between breakfast and 
Dinner. 

29. Went a fox hunting. Started one but did not catch it. 
In the afternoon Messrs. Dalton, Piper and Riddell came 
here. Also Mr. Mag[owa]n. 

31. Went a hunting and catchd a bitch fox — the above 
Gentlemn. with me. 


January, 1769 
4. Went a fox huntg. with the above Gentlemen, and 
were met by the two Colo. Fairfax's but found nothing. 
Messrs. C[arlyle] and R[amsay] went home. 
10. Went a Fox huntg. with L[und] W[ashington], Jacky 
Custis and Mr. Manley. Found Nothing. 
II. Went a fox hunting in the Neck with Mr. Peake, but 
found nothing. 
12. Went out in the Morng. with the Hounds in order to 
meet Colo. Fairfax, but did not. In Hell hole started a fox 
and after an hours chase run him into a hole and left him. 
In ye afternoon went to Alex. to ye Monthly Ball. 
16. Went a ducking in the forenoon — otherwise at home 
all day. In the afternoon Mr. B. Fairfax came here. 
17. Fox huntg. in the Neck with Mr. Fairfax, Triplet and 
Peake. Started nothing. 


r7 


GEORGE WASHINGTON — SPORTSMAN 


18. Fox huntg. Agaın ın the above Compy. and Harn. 
Manley. Started a Fox and lost ıt. The above dınd here, 
as Mr. Wagener also did. 


19. Fox hunting in the same Company. Floun]d nothing. 
Mr. Fairfax and Mr. Wag'r dind here. 


20. Fox huntg. again with Mr. Wagener, Mr. Fairfax 
and Mr. Clarke. The two last dind here; Mr. Wagener 


went home. 


21. Fox huntg. again upon long Branch with Mr. Fairfax, 
Mr Clarke, Mr. Mac[car]ty and Mr. Chichester.? All went 
home from the field. Found Doctr. Rumney here. 


25. Hunting below Accatinck with Captn. McCarty, Mr. 
Chichester and Mr Wagener, with their dogs. Found a fox 
and killd 1t in abt. an hour and 35 Minutes. 


1 The first of the succession of Peter Wageners came to Virginia in 1703 as a 
parson, but soon returned to England to live out his life in a comfortable prefer- 
ment at Stisted in Essex. His son, the ‘Major Wagener’ of the diary and the 
second Peter, was educated in the law, emigrated to Virginia in 1739 to seek his 
fortune, and duly assured his future by marriage into the politically important 
colonial family of Robinson, of the Rappahannock. That interest soon pro- 
cured his appointment as clerk successively of Prince William and Fairfax, when 
he removed to the Potomac and acquired the lands on the upper shore of the 
Occoquan, on which in 1756 he established the town of Colchester. 

The ‘Mr Wagener’ here named as a fox-hunting companion of Washington 
was the third Peter (son of ‘Major Wagener’), who married a daughter of 
Daniel McCarty, and on his father's death in 1774 succeeded him, not only in 
the Truro Vestry, but as clerk of Fairfax. 

The Thomas Wagener who was a lieutenant in the Virginia regiment in 1754 
(Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, 1, 279) was probably a brother of 
the second Peter, with whom he has been confused. 

2 This was Richard Chichester About 1702 his great-grandfather, a cadet of 
the Chichesters, of Widworthy, County Devon, emigrated to Lancaster County, 
and there this Richard was born, his mother being a Ball. After a first marriage 
to a Gordon, followed by residence in Fauquier, Richard Chichester married in 
1766 as his second wife a daughter of Daniel McCarty and removed to Fairfax, 
where he died, 1796. 

His second son, Daniel McCarty Chichester (1769-1817), is recorded to have 
been born February 27, 1769, so that it was for him that Washington stood god- 
father, as recorded in the diary, June 11, 1769. For this family see /7ayden, 93, 
106; Virginia Magazine of History and Biography, XX1, 250. 
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28. Went a Huntg. with Mr. Alexander. Traild a fox for 
two hours and then lost it. Mr. Alexander went home from 
ye field. 

Observations 
22. The hound bitch Musick got out of her confinement 
and was lind by Pilot. 
26. She was lined by Mr. Fairfax's Hound Rockwood. 


27. The black hound bitch Countess was lined by the 
above Dog Rockwd. 


28. Countess was again lind by Rockwood. 


February, 1769 


3. Went a Gunning up the Creek. Killd 7 Ducks. In the 
afternoon Colo. F. Lewis and Son Fieldg.! and Mr. Rozer * 


came here. 


9. Went a Ducking with Colo. Lewis. His Son and Betsy 
Dandridge went to the Monthly Ball at Alexandria. 


10. Went a shooting again. In the Afternoon Fieldg. 
Lewis returnd from ye Ball. 


11. Ducking till Dinner. Mr. Piper dind here. Betsy 
Dandridge came home in the Evening. 


14. Went a fox hunting — but started nothing. The two 
Colo. Fairfax's dind here. 


17. Rid out with my hounds. Started a fox and lost it, 
after an hour's chase. Doctr. Rumney came in the after- 
noon. 


18. Went a hunting with Doctr. Rumney. Started a fox, 
or rather 2 or 5, and catchd none. Dogs mostly got after 
Deer and never joind. 


1 Fielding Lewis, Jr., first child of Betty Washington. (Toner.) 
? Henry Rozier. 
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27. Fox hunting with Colo. G. Faırfax and Mr. Warnr. 
Washington. Started and killed a Dog fox, after havg him 
on foot three hours and hard runng. an hour and a Qr. 
Dined at Colo. Fairfax’s. 


March, 1769 
25. Went a fox hunting with Colo. Bassett and Mr. 
Bryan Fairfax who also came here last Night. Started and 
run a fox into a hole after an hours chase. Mr. Fairfax 
went home after dınner. 


27. Went a Fox hunting. Found and was run out of hear- 
ing by some of the Dogs. 


28. Hunting again. Found a fox and killd it in an hour 
and an half. Mr. Magowan and Vale. Crawford came here 
to day. 


31. Hunting. Found a fox and killd him in an hour. This 
and the last were both Dog Foxes. Mr. Magowan went to 
Alexandria. 


Observations 


24. Returned home from my journey to Frederick, etca., 
and found that the Hound Bitch Maiden had taken Dog 
promiscuously; That the Bitch Lady was in Heat and had 
also been promiscuously lind, and therefore I did not shut 
her up; That Dutchess was shut up, and had been lind 
twice by Drunkard, but was out one Night in her heat, and 
supposd to be lind by other Dogs; That Truelove was also 
in the House, as was Mopsy likewise (who had been seen 
lind to Pilot before she was shut up). 


26. The Bitch Musick brought five Puppies, one of which 
being thought not true was drowned immediately — the 
others, being somewhat like the Dog (Lockwood of Mr. 
Fairfax) which got them, were saved. 
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27. The Hound Bitch Countess brought 7 Puppies and 
was with her Puppies carrıed away the next day by Alexr. 


31. To this time Mopsy had been lind several times by 
Lawlor as Truelove had been by Drunkard; but as this 
Bitch got out one Night during her Heat, it 1s presumable 
she was lind by other Dogs, especially Pilot the Master 
Dog and one who was seen lying down by her in the 
Morning. 
April, 1769 

7. Went a fox hunting in the Morning and catchd a dog 
fox after running him an hour and treeing twice. After this 
went to an intended meeting of ye Vestry, but there was 
none. When I came home found Mr. Buchanon! and 
Captn. McGachin ? here, also Captn. Weeden and my Br. 
Charles. 


II. Went a fox hunting and took a fox alive after running 
him to a Tree. Bro't him home. 


12. Chased the above fox for an Hour and 45 Minutes 
when he treed again, after which we lost him. Mr. B. 
Fairfax came this afternoon. 


13. Went a Huntg. with him in the Neck and killd a Dog 
Fox, after treeing him in 35 Mins. Mr. W. Washington 
Dind here, and both of them stayd all Night. My Br. and 


Captn. Weeden went away this Morning. 


Observations 
22. The Herrings run 1n great abundance. 


! Buchanon, or Buchanan, of Maryland? 

? William (?) McGachin, a sea-captain. In 1763, and for some years previous, 
he commanded a convict ship, a dutv he greatly disliked. Washington recom- 
mended him to his London merchants, Robert Cary & Co., for the command 
of one of their ships plying between London and the Potomac, ' because a per- 
sonal acquaintance with Mr. McGachin added to his general good Character 
enables me to introduce him to you as a Gentleman of knowledge, diligence and 
integrity.” (Washington to Cary & Co., 1763, Oct. 4.) 
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May, 1769 
29. Mopsey the Hound Bitch and Truelove another 
Hound brought 12 Puppies — that is Mopsey had five and 
the other Seven. 

June, 1769 
27. James Cleveland! spaed the three hound Bitches 
Musick, Tipsey, Maiden, also two hound puppies which 
came from Musick and Rockwood. Note — Ye Bitch 
Tipsey was gomg into heat, but had not been lind. 


July, 1769 
5. A Dog coming here which I suspected to be Mad I 
shot him, Several of the Hounds running upon him may 
have got bit. Note the consequences. 
28. The young Hound Bitch Chaunter was lind by Lord 
Fairfax’s Rockwood (who appears to have the Mange) 
twice this day. 
29. Chaunter again lind with Rockwood. The black bitch 
Countess appeard to be going proud was shut up in order 
to go to the same Dog. 


30. Chaunter Lind again — by Rockwood. 


September, 1769 

16. Mr. Robt. Alexander came before Sun Rise this morn- 
ing and we all went a fox huntg. Started one and Run him 
into a hollow tree in an hour and 20 minutes, Chasd him in 
the afternn. and killd in an ۰ 

22. Went a huntg. and killd a bitch fox in abt an hour. 
Returnd home with an Ague upon me. Mr. Montgomery ? 
came to Dinner. 


1 James Cleveland, often employed by Washington. Lived in the Shenandoah 
Valley and was with the party sent by Washington to improve his Ohio lands in 
1775. 

2 Thomas Montgomery, of Dumfries. (Toner.) 
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23. Went a huntg, again with ye Compy. aforesaid, and 


suppose we killd a fox but could not find it. Returnd with 
my Ague again. Mr. Wagener went home. 


30. Went a Hunting. Catchd a Rakoon but never found 
a Fox. One Doctr. Harrıs of Goochland dined here. 


October, 1769 
5. Went after Blew Wings with Humphrey Peake, killd 
3 and returnd by Muddy hole. 


6. Went a hunting but found nothing. After which Rid 
to Muddy hole, Doeg Run, and Mill. 

9. Went a fox hunting and finding a Deer the Dogs run 
it to the water, but we never see ıt. Mr. Alexr. went 
home. 

14. Went a Fox hunting. Started a Dog Fox by old 
Palmer's and Run it back of Mr. Clifton's and there catchd 
it. Went afterwards into the Neck. Mr. Matthew Camp- 
bell dined here. 

18. Went a Fox huntg. with Mr. Fairfax and Mr. Ma- 
gowan. Found and killd a Dog Fox. 


January, 1770 
4. Went a hunting with Jno. Custis and Lund Wash- 
ington. Started a Deer and then a Fox, but got neither. 
s. Rid to Muddy hole and Doeg Run. Carrd. the Dogs 
with me, but found nothing. Mr. Warnr. Washington and 
Mr. Thruston came in the Evening. 
8. Went a huntg. with Mr. Alexander, J. P. Custis and 
Ld. W—n.' Killd a fox (a dog one) after 3 hours chase. 
Mr. Alexr. went away and Wn. and Thruston came in ye 
aftern. 

! Lund Washington. 
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9. Went a ducking, but got nothing, the Creeks and 
Rivers being froze. Mr. Robt. Adam dined here and 


returnd. 


Io. Mr. W—n. and Mr. Thruston set of home. I went a 
hunting in the Neck and visited the Plantn. there. Found 
and Killd a bitch fox, after treeing it 3 times and chasg. it 
abt. 3 Hrs. 


20. Went a hunting with Jacky Custis and catchd a 
Bitch Fox after three hours chace — founded it on ye Ck. 
by J. Soals.! 


23. Went a hunting after breakfast and found a Fox at 
Muddy hole and killd her (it being a Bitch), after a chace 
of better than two hours, and after treeing her twice, the 
last of which times she fell dead out of the Tree after being 
therein sevl. minutes apparently well. Rid to the Mill 
afterwards. Mr. Semple 2 and Mr. Robt. Adam dind here. 


27. Went a hunting, and after trailing a fox a good while 
the Dogs Raizd a Deer and run out of the Neck with it, 
and did not (some of them at least come home till the next 


day). 


1 Joseph Soal, a weaver and tenant of Washington’s. 

2 John Semple was an intelligent Scot who in 1765 succeeded John Ballendine 
in the operation of the Occoquan Mills. He came to see Washington on this 
occasion, as again several times during the succeeding months, to interest him 
in his ‘Proposals for clearing the Potomac,’ based on the contemporary Scottish 
school of capitalistic political economy. His plan was that a company should be 
organized to improve the river by subscription of ‘a stock,’ profits on which 
might be assured by the privilege to collect tolls. (See the documents in 4meri- 
can Historical Review, April, 1923, xxvii, 497.) This was novel doctrine in 
Virginia in 1769, but it seems to have convinced Washington: at all events, he 
introduced a bill into the Assembly at the ensuing session to carry out Semple’s 
proposals. The visits of Ballendine and John Mason to Mount Vernon, and 
Washington’s own visit at Georgetown at this time, were doubtless on this busi- 
ness. The bill of 1770 failed, but in 1772 Washington renewed his efforts and 
secured its enactment, whereupon Ballendine was sent to England to solicit 
subscriptions to the company. Although nothing came of the first plans, they 
were the beginning of the ‘Patowmack Company” to which Washington was to 
devote his energies on his return to Mount Vernon in 1783. 
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30. Went a hunting, and having found a Deer by Piney 
Cover it run to the head of Accatinck before we could stop 


the Dogs. Mr. Peake dined here. 


February, 1770 
I. Went a huntg. (being Joined by Mr. Peake, Wm. Trip- 


let and Harrison Manley), and after a Chace of near 
five hours we killd a Fox. Mr. Piper and Mr. Adam came 
here this afternoon. 

9. Wenta hunting. Found a Fox and lost it. Mr. Ballen- 
dine and ye Doctr. still here. Captn. McCarty went from 
the field. 

14. Went to the Neck with Mr. Fairfax a huntg., but was 
forcd back by Rain. Doctr. Rumney returnd to Alexandria 
after breakfast this day. 

Iç. Went a huntg. again with Mr. Fairfax and found a fox 
at the head of the blind Pocoson, which we suppose was 
killd in an hour but coud not find 1t. Mr. Peake dind here 
and Mr. R. Alexander came after. 

16. Huntg. again. Found a bitch fox at Piney branch and 
killd it in an hour. Mr. Alexr. went away [after?] dinner. 


24. Went out with the hounds but found nothing. 


28. Went out with Guns Returned about 12 Oclock with- 
out killg. of anything. My Brothers and the Company 
that came with them still here. 


March, 1770 


6. Went out a hunting with Mr. Alexander [and] his 
Brothers. Found two or three Foxes, but killd neither. 


7. Went a hunting again. Found a Fox and run it 6 hours, 
and then lost [it]. I returnd home this Evening. 
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13. Went a huntg. above Darrel’s Hills and to G. Alexr's. 
Pocoson. Found a fox by two Dogs in Clifton's Neck, but 
lost it upon joing. the Pack. Returnd abt. 5 Oclock and 
found Colo. Mason and Mr. Christian ? here. 


16. Went to doeg run and took the hounds with me. 
Found a fox by the Widow Ashford's š and soon lost him. 
Upon my return home found Colo. Lewis, my Br. Chs. and 
Mr. Brooke * here. In the Evening Mr. Jno. West and Mr. 
Stedlar came — also Mr. Whiting. 


21. Joind some dogs that were self hunting, and from 
thence went to the Milland was levelling all the remainder 
of the day with Jno. Ball, &ca. 


26. Went a hunting with the above Gentln. and killd a 
fox after two hours chace. The two Mr. Triplet's, Peake, 
&ca. were with us. T. Triplet and H. Manley din'd here. 


27. Again went a hunting with the above Compy. but 
found no Fox. Mr. Geo. Alexander and Mr. Peake dind 
here with the other Compy., as Mr. Ramsay did. 


28. Went a huntg. again and killd a fox. All the Compy. 
went home from the field. 


Remarks 


26. Countess a hound Bitch after being confind some- 
time got loose and was lined before 1t was discovered by 
my Water dog once, and a small foist looking yellow cur 
twice. 


28. She was lined by Ranger, a dog I had from Mr. 
Fairfax. 


1 Toner thinks this was what afterwards was known as ‘Pompey Gale’s Marsh,’ 
about one mile southeast of Alexandria. 

? Dancing-master who taught the young people of Fairfax. His classes met at 
the different houses. 

3 Widow of George Ashford, father of William. (Toner.) 

* Brooke, of Prince William County. (Toner.) 

5 At the card game this night Washington lost 6s. 3d. 
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April, 1770 
6. Went a hunting, but found nothing. Returnd to 
Dinner. 
Remarks 
gth. The Hound Bitch Singer was lined by Jowler. 


11. The Bitch Truelove was lined twice by Ringwood. 
She had been frequently shut up with forrister, but it 5 
thought he never lined her. 


13. Forrister was seen lined to Truelove. 


July, 1770 
5. Stately, A Hound Bitch was lind by Jowler. 
6. She was again lined by the same Dog. 


August, 1770 
24. Went out a huntg, with Mr. Fairfax. Killd a young 


fox without running him and returnd to Dinner. Doctr. 


Rumney dined here and lodged. 


September, 1770 
3. Went ın the Evening a fishing with my Brothers Saml. 
and Charles. 
7. Went a fishing into the Mouth of Doegs Creek. 
8. A Fishing along towards Sheridine Point." Dined upon 
the Point. 

Remarks 

4th. The Hound Bitch Stately brought 7 Puppies, viz, 
2 dogs and 5 Bitches, 1 of the former dead; remaing. 1 dog 
and ç Bitches. | 


! 'The north cape of Little Hunting Creek, about opposite Fort Washington, 
on the Potomac. 
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October, 1770 
Ohio River 


Monday 22d. 'The River along down abounds in Wild 
Geese, and severl. kinds of Ducks but ın no great quantity. 


We killd five wild Turkeys to day. 


Thursday 25th. About half an hour after 7 we set out from 
f our Incampment around which, and up the Creek is a body 
of fine Land. In our Passage down to this, we see innum- 
erable quantities of Turkeys, and many Deer watering, 
and browsing on the Shore side, some of which we killd. 

About half way in the long reach we Incampd, opposite 
to the beginning of a large bottom on the East side of the 
River. At this place we through out some Lines at Night 
and found a Cat fish of the size of our largest River Cats 
hookd to it in the Morning, tho it was of the smallest kind 
here. 


Friday 26th. 1 coud not learn except that it was calld by 

۱ some Bulls Creek (from one Bull that hunted on it) ıs a bot- 
tom of good Land, tho rather too much mixd with Beach; 
opposite to this Island the Indians showd usa Buffalo Path,! 
the Track of which we see. 


Sunday 28th. Here we were under a necessity of paying our 
Compliments, As this person was one of the Six Nation 
Chiefs, and the head of them upon this River. In the Per- 
son of Kiashuta I found an old acquaintance, he being one 
of the Indians that went with me to the French in 1753. 
He expressd a satisfaction in seeing me, and treated us with 
great kindness; giving us a Quarter of very fine Buffalo. 


| Tuesday 30. We also found many shallow Ponds, the sides 
of which abounding ın grass, invited innumerable quantities 
| of Wild fowl among which I saw a Couple of Birdsin size 
between a Swan and a Goose; and in colour somewhat 
! On the Ohio shore. 
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between the two; being darker than the young Swan and 
of a more sutty Colour: the cry of these was as unusual as 
the Bird it self, as I never heard any noıse resembling ıt 
before. 
November, 1770 


Novr. 2d. We proceeded up the River with the Canoe 
about 4 Miles more, and then incampd and went a Hunting; 
killd 5 Buffaloes and wounded some others, three deer, 
etca. This Country abounds in Buffalo and Wild game of 
all kinds as also in all kinds of wild fowl, there being in 
the Bottoms a great many small grassy Ponds or Lakes 
which are full of Swans, Geese, and Ducks of different 
kinds. 
December, 1770 


Mt. Vernon 


8. Went a hunting but found nothing. From the Woods 
I went to my Mill and so home to Dinner. Doctr. Ross 
Dind here and went away afterwd. 


27. Went a fox Hunting and kill’d a fox in Company 
with the two Mr. Triplet's and Mr. Peake, who dined here. 


29. Went fox hunting in Company with the two Mr. 
Triplet's and Mr. Peake. Found no Fox. Upon my return 
home found Mr. and Mrs. Cockburn here. 


Observations 


27. Shut up Singer after she had been first lined by one 
or two Cur Dogs. — Jowler being put in with her lind her 
several times; and his Puppies if to be distinguished saved. 


January, 1771 
5. My Brother and Mr. Lawe. Washington set of for 


Frederick. I went a hunting with the two Mr. Triplet's 
and Mr. Peake, but Killd nothing. 
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12. Went a huntg. with the two Mr. Triplet's, Mr. Man- 
ley, and Mr. Peake. Run a Deer to the Water, but killd 
nothing. 
19. Went a hunting in Compa. with the two Mr. Trip- 
let's, Mr. Manley and Mr. Peake. Killed a Fox after two 


hours’ Chase. In the afternoon rid to where my People 


were at work on the Mill Race. 


February, 1771 
.و‎ Attempted to go a hunting, but prevented by ۰ 
Rid to the Mill ın the fore and afternoon. 
.جر‎ Returnd home to Breakfast by my Mill Dam. Found 
my Brother Charles and one Mr. Thompson | here who 
came on Friday last. 
18. Those two Gentlemen went a Gunning and I rid to 
my Mill in the forenoon. 
19. They went a Ducking and I again Rid to my Mill 1n 
the forenoon. 
20. Rid to my Mill. Colo. Thos. Lee came here to Dinner. 
My Bro: and Mr. Thompson a Ducking. 
21. At home all day. Col. Lee still here. The other Gentn. 
went a Ducking. 

March, 1771 

26. Rid to my Mill and Mill dam at the head of the Race 
in the forenoon (after going a hunting in the Morning). In 
the afternoon Rid to Posey's. 


April, 1771 
10. Began to Haul the Sein, tho few fish were catchd, 
and those of the Shad kind, owing to the coolness of the 


ı Toner thinks a son of the Reverend John Thompson, of St. Mark's, Cul- 
peper County. If this guess is correct, the individual would have been William 
'Thompson (b. 1745), who was Parson John Thompson's son by the widow of 
Governor Spotswood. William married a daughter of Charles Carter, of Cleve. 
(See Philip Slaughter, History of St. Mark’s Parish, Baltimore, 1877.) 
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Weather. Many Shad had been catchd on the Maryland 


shore. 


25. The Herring began to run in large Shoals, but were 
checkd again by the cool weather. 


May, 1771 
14. Went into the Fields with Colo. Bassett a shooting. 
Killd sevl. Hares, and 
October, 1771 


5. Went a hunting with Jacky Custis but found nothing. 
Came home by the mill. Mr. Rutherford went away after 
breakfast, and Captn. Oliffe dind here. 


8. Went a hunting ın the Neck and Catchd a Dog fox; 


then went to the Plantn. there and came home to Dinr. 


November, 1771 
16. Went a hunting, but found nothing. 


28. Went a driving again with Colo. Mason. Killed 
nothing. 


3o. Went a hunting in the Neck with Mr. Peake. Found 
and killed a Fox. Mr. Johnson still here. 


December, 1771 


7. Went a fox hunting with the above two [Mr. Phil 
Pendleton and Mr. Crawford]etca. Killed a Fox,and dined 
with Doctr. Alexander. 


14. Went a fox hunting with John Parke Custis, Lund 
Washington, and Mr. Manley.! Killed a Fox. 


18. Went to Doeg Run and carried the Dogs with me, who 
found and Run a Deer to the Water. 


1 Harrison Manley. 
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21. Went a hunting in the Neck with Mr. Peake, and 
Mr. Wm. and Thos. Triplet, the first two of whom dind 


with me. Found nothing. 


26. Went a hunting in the Neck early. Killd a Fox and 
dined with several others at Mr. Peake's. 


27. Went a hunting again in the Neck. Found a Fox and 
lost it. Dined with others at Mr. Thos. Triplet's. 


28. Hunted again in the Neck and killed a Fox. Dined at 
home with the following Persons: the two Mr. Triplets, 
Mr. Manley, Mr. Peake, young Frans. Adams, and one 
Stone Street;* also Peake's Daughter and Miss Fanny 
Eldridge. 

30. Went a hunting again with the former Compa., but 
found nothing. Dined at Mr. Wm. Triplets. Miss Peake, 


etca., went home. 


January, 1772 
4. Went a Hunting with the above Gentlemen. Found 
both a Bear and Fox but got neither. Went up to Alex- 
andria with these Gentlemen to finish the business with 
Montgomerie, &ca., which was accordg. done. 
6. Went a Hunting in the Neck with Mr. Faırfax. Found 
a fox and run hım into a hole near Night without Killing 
him. Found Doctr. Rumney and Mr. Magowan here when 
we returnd. 
11. Went a Hunting in the Neck. Found a fox about One 
Clock and killed it about 3 Oclock. Mr. Magowan returnd 
from Colchester to Dinner. 
18. Mr. Hanna went away after Breakfast as Mr. Ma- 
gowan also did. I went a Hunting and killd a Fox. Was 


۱ Francis, son of Robert Adam of Alexandria. 
? Toner thinks Stonestreet, of Maryland. 
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joind by Mr. M. Campbell, Mr. Manley, and Mr. Peake, 


who dined here and went away aftereds. 


29. With much difficulty rid as far as the Mill, the Snow 


being up to the breast of a Tall Horse everywhere. 


April, 1772 
25. Went a hunting with Colo. Bassett; found nothing. 


May, 1772 
154, Went a Hunting with Mr. Jno. Custis. Found nothing. 
Returnd to Dinner. 

July, 1772 
25. Went a fishing and dined at the Fish House at the 
Ferry Plantation. 

August, 1772 

24. Went a Hunting, and into the Neck, but found noth- 
ing; came home by 12 Oclock. 


October, 1772 


31. Went a foxhunting and killd a Fox, in Compa. with 
sevl. others. 


December, 1772 


3. Went a Fox hunting. Found one in Mr. G. Alexander's 
Pocoson, and killd it after 3 hours chase. In the afternoon 
Mr. B. Fairfax and Mr. Wagener came here. 


4. Went a hunting again, but found nothing. Mr. Wag- 
ener and Messrs. Tilghman and Dulany went home in the 
Afternoon. 
5. Went a hunting with Mr. Fairfax. Found a Fox be- 
tween Edd. Williams's * and Johnson's, which we lost after 
a Chase of two hours. 

1 Edward Williams, a tenant of Washington. 
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Went into the Neck abt. 11 Oclock a fox hunting.‏ .و 
Touchd the Drag where we found the last, but did not‏ 
move the Fox.‏ 


15. Went a Hunting and found two Foxes, both of which 
were killd, but only one got, the Dogs running out of hearg. 
with the 2d.; Found these Foxes on the Hills by Isaac 


Gates's.! 


23. Went a Hunting, but found nothing. In the Evening 
Colo. Fairfax came. 


28. Went out a hunting. Found a fox back of Captn. 
Darrel's and killd it. Doctr. Rumney and a Lieutt. Wins- 
low Dind here, the former stayd all Night. 


30. Went a Hunting but found nothing. Messrs. Addison 
and Carr dining here — as did Mr. Manley. 


January, 1773 
5. Mr. Gallaway went away. Mr. Magowan and Í went 
a Hunting. Found a fox on Ackatinck? just by Lawson 
Parker’s and lost it. In the afternoon Mr. Dulany came. 


9. Mr. Magowan returnd to Maryland. I went ahunt- 
ing. Found a Fox near Timber Landing and lost it near 


Mrs. French's. 


11. Went a Hunting with the above Gentlemen. Found 
a Fox by Gilbt. Simpson's and killd him by Mrs. French's. 
Mr. P. Pendleton and Mr. M. Campbell dined and lodged 


here; the others went away. 


25. Went a hunting and found a Fox upon the Hills by 
Edd. Wathing's? which Run near 4 hours and was either 
killd or treed: but the wind blowing fresh we were thrown 
1 Isaac Gates's place was to the southwest of Mount Vernon. 
? Accotink. 


3 Edward Wathing, an artisan of Fairfax County. According to Washington's 
ledger of accounts he did blacksmith work and also made shoes for the slaves. 
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out and could only judge from Circumstances. Came 
home to Dinner, and found Doctr. Rumney here, who 
stayd all Night. 


30. Went a Fox hunting with Lund Washington. Took 
the drag of a Fox by Isaac Gates’, and carrd. it tolerably 
well to the old Glebe; then touchd now and then upon a 
Cold Scent till we came into Colo. Fairfax’s Neck, where 
we found about half after three upon the hills just above 
Accotinck Creek. After Running till quite Dark took of 
the Dogs and came home. 


February, 1773 


2. Mr. Fairfax and I went out with the hounds — touchd 
upon the Drag of the Rung-Fox upon the Hills just above 
Wathing’s, but it being cold, as the day also was, we took 
the Dogs of and came home. 


3. Went out again and touchd upon a Fox upon the Hills 
by Gates’s and found another in Colo. Fairfax’s Neck abt. 
2 Oclock, which was killd after an hours chase. This Fox 
was found upon the Hills. 


6. Rid into the Neck, and taking the Hounds wıth me, 
after being at the Plantns., found a fox between the two, 
which was killd in 34 of an hour. 


9. Doctr. Rumney continued all day and Night. After 
an early Dinner I set of to Mr. Robt. Alexander’s upon 
Fox hunting Party, and in the afternoon Young Mr. Danl. 
Dulany,! Revd. Mr. Montgomerie, Mr. Tilghman and 
Jno. Custis, came here and stayd all [night.] 

10. Found a Fox in Mr. Phil Alexander's Island, which 
was lost after a chase of 7 hours. 

1 Daniel Dulany, Jr. 


2 The Reverend John Montgomery, of Shrewsbury Parish, Kent County, 
Maryland. 
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11 II. Found a fox in the same place again, which was killd 
G at the end of 6 hours; after wch I came home and found 
Ri Mr. Dulany and Mr. Custis here. 


* 24. In the Afternoon Mr. Bryan Fairfax and Mr. Robt. 
Alexander came here. 


25. Went a hunting with these Gentlemen, and being 
join'd by the two Mr. Triplets, Mr. Manley, and Mr. 
Peake, all came here to Dinner and Mr. Thomas Triplet 
stayd all Night. Found a Fox in this Neck, but did not 
kill it. 

26. Went a Hunting again with the above Company. 
Found a Fox in Colo. Fairfax's Neck with part of the Dogs, 
but believe it was not killd. Found Mr. Tilghman here 
upon our Return at Night. 


x March, 1773 
d: 19. Went a hunting. Found a Fox by Muddy hole Plan- 
Hd tation and Killd it after a chase of two hours and 3 Quar- 
E ters. 
29. Went a hunting with those Gentlemen [Mr. Dulany 
and Mr. Diggs]. Found a Fox by Thos. Bailey’s and had x 
A: it killd by Our Dogs in half an hour. Retd. to Dinner, Mr. | 
1 Manley with ۰ 
30. Went a hunting again — found Nothing. Colo. Fair- 
Í fax and Mr. Law. Lee, also Mr. Herbert and Mr. Miller 
Dined here. The last two stayd all Night. 


October, 1773 
۶ 5. Went a hunting in the Neck with Mr. Custis and Lund 


Washington. Found a Fox and after runng. it two hours 
and half lost it. 
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November, 1773 
15. Went a Fox hunting. Found but did not kill. Re- 


turnd to Dinner. 


December, 1773 
22. Went out after Breakfast with the Dogs, dragd a fox 
an hour or two, but never found [it]. Returnd to Dinner 
and found Mrs. Slaughter ! here. 
27. Went out in the Forenoon with the Dogs. Traild a 
Fox, but did not find [it]. Mr. Cato Moore dined here, and 
in the afternn. Mr. Geo. Digges and Mr. Custis came. 


29. Went out with the Dogs. Found a Fox but did not 
kill it. 

31. Went out with Mr. Digges and Mr. Custis a huntg. 
Found a Fox but did not kill it. 


January, 1774 
154. Fox hunting, with Mr. George Digges, Mr. Robt. Alexr. 
and Peake, who all dind here, together with Mr. Jas. 
Cleveland. In the afternoon all went home but Mr. Alex- 
ander. 
13. Dind here no body but Captn. Posey. I walked out 
with my Gun. In the afternoon Mr. Geo. Young came 
here to live. 
15. Went out a hunting, and killd a dog fox wch. was 
found in Hell hole, after a chase of 3 hours. At home 
afterwards, alone. 
19. Mr. Custis and I went into the Neck a Hunting. 
Found two Fox's but killd neither. Doctr. Rumney came 
to Dinr. and stayd all N[igh]t. 


1 Mrs. Ann Slaughter, of Fairfax County. 
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21. Doctr. Rumney went away after Breakfast. Mr. 
Custis and I went a hunting in the Neck and after rung. a 
Fox 3 hours lost ıt. 
February, 1774 

17. Went a Hunting. Found a dog fox in this Neck and 
killed him, after treeing 3 times and running about 2 hours. 
19. Went a Hunting in the Neck. See three Foxes, but 
killd none. Mr. Lawson went away after Breakfast. 


24. Went a huntg. in the Morning and from thence to the 
vestry — Mr. Adam going away. Upon my return found 


Doctr. Craik, Val Crawford and Mr. Thos. Gist. 


April, 1774 
14. Went a hunting. Killd a bitch Fox, with three young 
ones almost haır’d. Doctr. Rumney dind here and stayed 


all Night. 
January, 1775 
21. Went a hunting with Mr. Custis. Killd a Dog Fox 


and returnd to Dinner. 


25. Doctr. Rumney visited the Sick and returnd to Din- 
ner. I went a hunting. Found a fox but did not kill it. 


February, 1775 


1st. Went into the Neck to see ye sick. Also went fox 
huntg. Found nothing. 


14. Went a Fox hunting. Found and killed a Fox. Robt., 

Phil., and George Alexander came home with us. Mr. 

Muir, Doctr. Rumney, and Capt. Harper lodgd here. 
March, 1775 

4. Went a Hunting but found nothing. Colo. Harrison 

and Captn. Wood came here to Dinner. 
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August, 1785 


Wednesday, 24th. Received Seven hounds sent me from 
France by the Marqs. de la Fayette,! by way of New York, 
v1Z. 3 dogs and four Bitches. 


September, 1785 


Monday, ıgth. Rid to the Plantations at the Ferry, Dogue 
run, and Muddy hole. Took my French Hounds with me 
for the purpose of Airing them and giving them a knowl- 
edge of the grounds round about this place. 


October, 1785 


Friday, 3oth. One of the Hound Bitches wch. was sent to 
me from France brought forth 15 puppies this day; 7 of 
which (the rest being as many as I thought she could rear) 
I had drowned. 

Run round the ground which I designed for a Paddock 
for Deer ? and find it contains 18 A. 3 R. 20 P. 


November, 1785 


Tuesday, 29th. Went out after Breakfast with my hounds 
from France, and two which were lent me, yesterday, by 
young Mr. Mason. Found a Fox which was run tolerably 
well by two Frh. Bitches and one of Mason's Dogs. The 
other French Dogs showed little disposition to follow and, 
with the second Dog of Mason's, got upon another Fox 


1 ‘The Hounds which you were so obliging as to send me arrived safe and are 
of promising appearance — To Monsieur le Comte Doilliamson (if I miscall him, 
your handwriting is to blame and in honor you are bound to rectify the error) 
and in an especial manner to his fair Competesse my thanks are due for this 
favor.' (Washington to Lafayette, September 1, 1785.) The Comtesse had added 
her favorite dog to the small pack and Washington's letter to the Comte, which 
he enclosed to Lafayette, assured the Comtesse that he would take special care 
of this dog. The dogs were brought over to America by John Quincy Adams 
whose management of the matter did not commend itself to Washington. 

_2 On the east slope of Mount Vernon between the Mansion House and the 
river. 

3 George Mason, Jr.? 
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which was followed slow and indifferently by some, and 
not at all by the rest, until the sent became so cold that it 
cd. not be followed at all. 


December, 1785 


Thursday, 1st. Took the Hounds out before the Sun rise, 
and about 8 Oclock, after being upon several drags, or the 
same drag several times, put up a Fox which the Dogs run 
very indifferently, being very much dispersed and often at 
Cold Hunting until about 12, or between that and one, 
when the scent had got so cold that they could follow 1t no 
longer. 3 or 4 of the French Hds. discovered no greater dis- 
position for Hunting to day than they did on tuesday last. 


Saturday, 3rd. Employed all day at my writing Table on 
business of the Potomack Company. Brot. 2 Hounds frm. 
Colo. McCarty. 


Monday, sth. It being a good scenting morning I went 
out with the Hounds (carrying the two had from Colo. 
McCarty). Run at different two foxes but caught neither. 
My French Hounds performed better to day; and have 
offered hopes of their performing well, when they come to 
be a little more used to Hunting, and understand more 
fully the kind of game they are intended to run. 


Monday, 12th. After an early breakfast George Washing- 
ton, Mr. Shaw and myself went in to the woods back of 
Muddy hole Plantation a hunting, and were joined by Mr. 
Lund Washington and Mr. William Peake. About half 
after ten Oclock (being first plagued with the Dogs run- 
ning Hogs) we found a fox near Colo. Mason's Plantation 
on little Hunting Creek (West fork), having followed on 
his Drag more than a Mile; and run him with Eight Dogs 
(the other 4 getting, as was supposed, after a second Fox) 
close and well for an hour. When the Dogs came to a 
fault, and to cold Hunting until 20 Minutes after 12, When 
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being joined by the missing Dogs they put him up afresh 
and in about so Minutes killed up in an open field of Colo. 
Mason's, every rider and every Dog present at the Death. 

Two Hounds which were lent, and sent to me yesterday 
by Mr. Chichester,! viz. a Dog named Rattler, and a Bitch 
named Juno, behaved very well. My French Dogs also 
come on — all, except the Bitch which raised Puppies, 
running constantly while the Scent was hot. 


Monday, 19th. Rid to the Mill, and to Dogue Run Plan- 
tation. Took the Hounds with me, and in the Pincushion 
found a fox, which the Dogs run very well for an hour. 
After which, coming to a fault, they took (as I presume) 
the heel and in Muddy hole found a fresh Fox, which was 
only run by part of the Dogs. The others did not seem 
inclined to hunt. 


Wednesday, 21st. Went a Fox hunting with the Gentlemen 
who came here yesterday, together with Ferdinando 
Washington and Mr. Shaw, after a very early breakfast. 
Found a Fox just back of Muddy hole Plantation, and 
after a Chase of an hour and a quarter with my Dogs, and 
eight couple of Doctor Smith's (brought by Mr. Phil. 
Alexander) we put him into a hollow tree, in which we 
fastned him; and in the Pincushion put up another Fox 
which in an hour and 13 Minutes was killed. We then 
after allowing the Fox in the hole half an hour, put the 
Dogs upon his Track and in half a Mile he took to another 
hollow tree and was again put out of it, but he did not go 
600 yards before he had recourse to the same shift. Find- 
ing therefore that he was a conquered Fox we took the 
Dogs off and all came home to Dinner except Mr. Danl. 
Dulany, who left us in the Field after the first Fox was 
treed. Lund Washington came home with us to dinner. 


1 Richard Chichester 
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Friday, 23d. Went out with the two Mr. Hansons and 
Mr. Alexander, when they set out on theır return after 
breakfast, with the Dogs; just to try ıf we could touch on 
a Fox as we went along the Road — they homewards and 
I to my Plantation ın the Neck. This we did, but the 
Scent being Cold, and seeing no great Prospect of making 
it out the Dogs were taken off and the Gentlemen went 
home, and I to Muddy hole Plantation instead of the 
Neck, it being too late to go to and return from the former 
before Dinner. 


January, 1786 


Monday, 2d. lmmediately after an early breakfast I 
went out with the Hounds, but returned as soon as ıt 
began to raın, without touching upon the drag of a Fox. 

Mr. Shaw returned from Alexandria thıs Mornıng before 
Breakt. 


Wednesday, 4th. After breakfast I rid by the places where 
my Muddy hole and Ferry people were clearing, thence to 
the Mill and Dogue run Plantations, and having the 
Hounds with me, in passing from the latter towards Muddy 
hole Plantation, I found a Fox, which after dragging him 
some distance and running hard for near an hour, was 
killed by the cross road in front of the House. 

I also directed that my Chariot Horses, and all others 
about my home Ho., except the stud horse and three 
horses which will be frequently rid a hunting, to be fed with 
Bran and chopped Hay in the above proportion, and that 
my Waggon and Cart Horses should be fed with chopped 
Rye and chopped Hay in the same proportion of one to 4. 


Tuesday, 10th. Rid to my Plantation in the Neck, and 
took the hounds with me. About 11 Oclock found a fox in 
the Pocoson at Sheriden's point, and after running ıt very 
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indifferently and treeing it once, caught ıt about one 
Oclock. 

Saturday, 14th. Went out with the Hounds and run a fox 
from 11 Oclock untill near 3 Oclock, when I came home and 
left the Dogs at fault, after which they recovered the Fox 
and it is supposed killed it. 

Before the Chase, I visited my Ferry and Dogue Run 

Plantations. 
Saturday, 28th. Went out after breakfast with my hounds. 
Found a Fox in the Branch within Mr. Thomson Mason's 
Field and run him sometimes hard and sometimes at cold 
hunting from 11 oclock till near two, when I came home 
and left the huntsman with them, who followed in the 
same manner two hours or more longer, and then took the 
Dogs off without killing. In the course of the chase, and at 
the upper end of the cover in which the above Fox was 
found, I see two run out at once, neither of which appeared 
to be the chased Fox. This shows how plenty they are on 
that side the Creek. 

When I came home found Colo. Gibson, a Mr. Pollock ! 
(of Richmond), and Colo. Allison here, who dined and 
stayed all night. 

February, 1786 
Monday, 6th. 'The largest of my Buck fauns which had 
been missing since friday last came home after dinner with 
its left hind knee broke and much shivered — supposed to 
be by a shot. 

Planting pines in the Wilderness on the left of the lawn 
and spading the ground there to day. 

Thursday, 9th. Went early in the Morning to my River 
Plantation. Took the Dogs with me and on my return 


1 Oliver Pollock, of New Orleans, was in Virginia in January, 1786, and it 
may have been he who paid Washington this visit. He had been the United 
Atm Agent in New Orleans during the Revolution and had spent his fortune 
in the cause. 
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hunted, but never got a fox afoot, tho I dragged one to Mr. 
Robt. Alexander's, Pocoson at whose house I called. 


Saturday, 18th. The Bitch Stately was lined by the Dog 
Vulcan. Jupiter had been put to her and Venus, but never 
seemed to take the least notice of them; but whether he 
ever lined either of them is not certain. The contrary ıs 


supposed. 
April, 1786 
Tuesday, 11th. Rid to the Fishing Landing, where 30 odd 


Shad had just been caught at a haul — not more than 2 or 
3 had been taken at one time before, this spring. 


Thursday, 20th. The Shad began to run to day, having 
caught 100, 200, and 300 at a draught. 


November, 1786 


Saturday, 11th. Having received a letter from Baltimore, 
announcing the arrival of three Asses (a Male and two 
females) from the Marquis de la Fayette for me, together 
with some Pheasants and Patridges from France, I sent 
my Overseer Jno. Fairfax and a servant to bring the former. 


Monday, 27th. Received my Chinese Pheasants, etca., 
from Baltimore by the Packet, viz. a Cock and Hen of 
the Gold Pheast.; a Cock and Hen of the Silver Pheast.; 
a Cock and 2 Hens of the French Pheast.; and one French 
Patridge. The other French Patridge died in coming round 


from Baltimore. 


Tuesday, 28th. A Hound bitch which like most of my other 
hounds appearing to be going Mad and had been shut up, 
getting out, my Servant Will, in attempting to get her in 
again, was snapped at by her at the Arm. The Teeth pene- 
trated through his Coat and Shirt and contused the Flesh, 
but he says did not penetrate the skin nor draw any blood. 
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Thıs happened on Monday forenoon. The part affected 
appeared to swell a little to day. 


July, 1787 
Monday, 30th. In company with Mr. Govr. Morris ! and 
ın hıs Phaeton wıth my horses, went up to one, Jane 
Moore's, [in whose house we lodged] in the vicinity of 
Valley Forge to get Trout. 


Tuesday, 31st. Whilst Mr. Morris was fishing, I rid over 
the [whole] old Cantonment of the American [Army] of the 
Winter, 1777 and 8, visited all the Works, wch. were in 
Ruins; and the Incampments in woods where the grounds 
had not been cultivated. 

On my Return to Mrs. Moore's I found Mr. Robt. 
Morris and his lady there. [Spent the day there fishing &ca 
and lodged at the same place]. 


August, 1787 
Friday, 3d. In company with Mr. Robt. Morris and his 


Lady, and Mr. Gouvr. Morris I went up to Trenton on an- 
other Fishing party. [Dined and] Lodged at Colo. Sam 
Ogden’s at the Trenton Works. In the Evening fished, not 


very successfully. 


Saturday, 4th. In the morning, and between breakfast and 
dinner, fished again with more success (for perch) than 
yesterday. 

Dined at Genl. Dickenson's* on the East side of the 


1 Gouverneur Morris. 

? Jane Moore owned and occupied 275 acres in Upper Merion Township, 
Montgomery County 

3 Trenton Iron Works. 

4General Philemon Dickinson (the brother of John Dickinson) had been 
major-general of New Jersey militia; delegate to the Continental Congress from 
Delaware, 1782-83; United States Senator from New Jersey, 1790-93. He died 
ın Trenton. 
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River a little above Trenton and returned in the evening 


to Colo. Ogden's. 
October, 1787 


Saturday, 27th. Went to the Woods back of Muddy hole 
with the hounds. Unkennelled 2 foxes and dragged others 
but caught none — the dogs running wildly and being 
under no command. 


November, 1787 


Thursday, 2gth. In Company with Colo. Humphreys, 
Majr. Washington and Mr. Lear went a hunting. Found a 
fox about 11 oclock near the Pincushion, run him hard for 
near 3 quarters of an hour and then lost him. 

Mr. Lund Washington who Joined us, came and dined 
with us and returned afterwards. 


December, 1787 


Saturday, first. Went with Colo. Humphreys, Majr. 
Wlashington] and Mr. Lear a fox hunting. Found a fox 
abt. g oclock and run him hard till near ro and lost him. 


Wednesday, sth. Went out, in Company with Colo. 
Humphreys, with the hounds after we had breakfasted. 
Took the drag of a Fox on the side of Hunting Creek near 
the Cedar gut, carried it through Muddy hole Plantation 
into the Woods back of it, and lost 1t near the Main Road. 


Saturday, 8th. Went a hunting after breakfast; about 
Noon found a fox between Muddy hole and Pincushion, 
which the Dogs run for some time 1n Woods, thro which 
there was no following them; so whether they caught, or 
lost 1t is uncertain. 


Saturday, 15th. No plowing. 
A little after Sun rise, in company with the Gentlemen 
who came yesterday, Colo. Humphreys, Majr. Washington 
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and Mr. Lear, went a hunting; but did not get a fox on 
foot, nor ıs ıt certaın we ever touched on the trail of one. 
The Gentlemn. and Lund Washington (who Joined us) 


came home to dınner, and returned home afterwards. 


Saturday, 22d. After our usual breakfastıng Colo. Hum- 
phreys, Majr. Washington and myself, with Mr. Lear, 
went out with the hounds. Dragged up the Creek to the 
Gum Spring and then the Woods between Muddy hole, 
Dogue Run and Colo. Mason’s Quarters without touching 
on the trail of a fox. 


Wednesday, 26th. Mr. Snow returned to Alexandria. 
Colo. Humphreys, the Gentlemen of the family and myself 
went out with the hounds but found nothing, tho much 
ground was gone over. G. and L. W. came [unfinished 
entry.) 

Friday, 28th. Went out with the hounds to day. Took the 
drag of a fox within my Muddy hole Inclosures, and found 
him in Stıth’s field (lately Herbert’s) run him hard about 
half an hour, came to a cold drag and then lost him. 


February, 1788 


Friday, 15th. Let out a Fox (which had been taken alive 
some days ago) and after chasing it an hour lost it. 
The Marquis de Chappedelaine and Mr. Ingraham re- 


turned to Alexandria after Dinner. 


November, 1788 


Sunday, gth. At home all day. 

One of the Bucks in the Paddock having much wounded 
the Young Woman Dolshy, Doctr. Craik was sent for who 
came and stayed all Night. 
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